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which it was given to them alone to found.
Their imperial power also would not have been
as enduring or as beneficial as that of the
Eomans; for they had neither the same con-
stancy in their principles of rule, nor the same
reverence for law,

The small size of the Greek States is a matter
of paramount importance,, though one often
overlooked, when their example is cited with
respect to forms of government, and in vindi-
cation of the Republican principle. It is chiefly
where a large country is concerned that the
principle of order needs for its support that
gradation of ranks of which monarchy is the
natural apex. Where the territory is so narrow
and the population so small that every man is,
as it were, before the eye of the public, there,
on the other hand, we may expect most often to
meet with that diffusion of public principle and
sense of duty which are the first requisites in
republics. In a large and populous nation
every man has the benefit or the temptations
of an incognito. In a small country, public